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(® Raptor Project in Vietham

Building a Foundation for the Monitoring and Conservation of Raptor

Migration in Northern Vietnam

With financial support from the Rufford Small Grant for Nature
Conservation and technical support from ARRCN, the project
“Building a Foundation for the Monitoring and Conservation of
Raptor Migration in Northern Vietnam” will be carried out at three
potential Raptor Watch Sites in Vietnam including Hoang Lien Sa
Pa, Tam Dao and Cuc Phuong National Parks. The main aim of the
project is to set up the first permanent Raptor Watch Sites in
Vietnam for long-term monitoring of Migratory Raptor species and
to raise the awareness of local people for the conservation of
Raptors both within study areas and all of Vietnam.

@ Raptor Project in Malaysia

Taiping Raptor Watch, Malaysia

The Taiping Raptor Watch is a raptor migration monitoring
programme carried out in conjunction with the Asian Raptor
Migration Project of ARRCN. The programme has been carried out
in Taiping (N 4° 52', E 100° 44') every autumn migration season
since 2000. So far, 16 species of migratory raptors have been
recorded in Taiping, with an average annual count of about 24,000
raptors. The Taiping Raptor Watch also includes a public raptor
watching event held every year at Scott's Hill, Taiping.

® Raptor Project in Thailand

Raptor Banding for Infectious Disease Monitoring
The Kasetsart University Faculty of Veterinary Medicine and the
Department of National Parks, Wildlife and Plant Conservation
will conduct a long-term study of migratory and residential raptors
by trapping and leg banding in Thailand. Trapped and
then-released raptors will be biometrically measured for taxonomic
purpose, collected for biological samples for surveillance of Avian
Influenza, West Nile Virus and blood parasites, and banded for
movement tracking. Please contact Dr. Chaiyan Kasorndorkbua at
trogon@gmail.com for detail.
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Rehabilitation and Release of Raptors in Thailand

Inspired by "Fly the Vulture Home" since dJanuary 2007, the first
rehabilitation and release of a famous Cinereous Vulture, named "Anakin"
and four Himalayan Griffons in Thailand took place. The project is a
continuous work that is operated by the Kasetsart University Raptor
Rehabilitation Center at the Kasetsart University Faculty of Veterinary
Medicine in partnership with the Bird Conservation Society of Thailand and
the Thai Raptor Group through “Adopt a Raptor” for financial support.
Released raptors will be banded and tracked with appropriate tools; e.g., wing
tag and satellite telemetry. Details at www.thairaptorgroup.com

Chumphon’s Raptor Watch Festival in southern Thailand.
The Raptor Watch Fest in Chumphon, organized by
the Thayang Municipality Administration with
ardent assistance from birders nation-wide, the
festival has well served the public, locally and
country-wide, to promote and create awareness of
raptor conservation, has been held for six consecutive
years since 2002. More than 500,000 raptors are
expected to pass through this globally-significant
watch site annually which is one of the largest
migration sites of raptors in South-East Asia. Please
contact ~ Chukiat  Nualsri  for detail at
bnternstar@gmail.com.

@ Raptor Project in India

Monitoring of Spizaetus Eagles in India
Presently in India, a study on the evaluation of the status
of Spizaetus eagles 1s underway under ARRCN.
Information is also being collected on the distribution and
habitat use of these eagles across the country. The raptor
surveys conducted during 2004-2005 and 2005-2007 in the
Western Ghats and Assam plains revealed that that S.
spizaetus 1s widely distributed in the country while S.
nipalensis is rare and patchily distributed. During 2008,
the surveys will be carried out in western India.

® Raptor Project in Indonesia

In situ - and migration project

A number of activities focused on certain species are still being conducted by Indonesian researchers in
conjunction with the Indonesian Raptor Research and Conservation Network (RAIN). Among the species
concerned are the Javan Hawk Eagle, the Changeable Hawk Eagle, and the Indian Black Eagle (in
Puncak, West Java). The activities in this location have been targeted on monitoring and guarding some
occupied nests. Another species currently being studied is the Crested Serpent Eagle. Information on
nests of the species is being collected in Central part of Java. In addition, the Birds of Prey Migration
Watch (Raptor Watching) is regularly held in Puncak, West Java while conducting an environmental
bazaar and campaign.

FEXx situ - Raptor Centre and Sanctuary

Panaruban Raptor Centre was first set up in 2006 with the purpose of rehabilitating and releasing
confiscated raptors. With some support provided by ARRCN, releases had been done in sites such as Bali
and Panaruban. The centre involves local people in monitoring the released species. Another centre
formed to handle confiscated raptors is Raptor Sanctuary (locally known as Suaka Elang). The Sanctuary
1s for ‘unreleasable’ raptors used for educational purposes and limited tourism. Moreover, one important
document being prepared collaboratively is the Javan Hawk Eagle Recovery Plan. The document will
review the previous strategies and formulate the next plan of action.
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